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.  Applications are available at 

the Nuveen Center. 
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ACWL DONORS ROCK!  
We want to show our appreciation and give you, the donors, a 

sneak preview of the  
2016 summer season, so save this date: 

2016 ACWL DONOR PARTY 
Wednesday, May 25 

7-9 p.m. at the Nuveen Center 
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http://www.artswhitelake.org


 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

The ACWL Council is supported in part by the  
Michigan Council for Arts and Cultural Affairs  

and the  
National  

Endowment for 
the Arts. 

 

  
 

 Carnegie Hall or Bust 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
-  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Nuveen Theatre Workshop Inspired 

Young Actors 

Where Are They Now? 

by Alice L.Gambel 

 

In the spring of 2008, Alice L. Gambel began the 

Nuveen Theatre Workshop as a way to bring addition-

al theatre opportunities to students in the White Lake 

area. Some students involved were in multiple perfor-

mances as they traveled from awkward middle-

schoolers to confident graduates. Itõs not surprising 

that many of these students continued on a path in 

theater or the arts in some way after graduation. Alt-

hough we canõt focus on every single actor and actress, 

we thought it would be fun to take a look at the recent 

theatrical accomplishments of a few. 
 

Aidan Smith played major roles in all of the NTW 

shows except one. You may remember him best as 

òSnoopyó in Youõre A Good Man, Charlie Brown or 

òJesusó in Godspell. Aidan graduated from Montague 

in 2015 and is attending Muskegon Community College 

where he also interns at the Overbrook Theatre. As a 

freshman he played a major role in Big Love, The 

Haunting of Hackley House, and he landed the role of 

òJimó in Tennessee Williamõs The Glass Menagerie, 

which opened in February. Although the White Lake 

Youth Theatre program (Howmet Playhouse), and 

Muskegon Civic Theatre played a role in his nurturing, 

he indicated that the Nuveen program òpropelled him 

into his future and interest in theater.ó 

 

A very excited Tim Hiemstra called recently to an-

nounce that, as a freshman at Wayne State, he had 

just received the role of òWill Parkeró in the musical 

Oklahoma. He was also cast in Wayne Stateõs James 

and the Giant Peach this fall. Tim graduated from 

Whitehall and was in five NTW performances, one of 

which was Youõre A Good Man, Charlie Brown where 

he played òCharlie Brown.ó  Tim reflects that, òthe 

Nuveen program was a great opportunity for me not 

only to find a calling but also to meet lifelong friendsó. 
 

Fletcher Pierson kicked off his NTW debut in our very 

first show, Not A Baby Anymore, and played a major 

role in the ensemble cast of School House Rock Live! 

Unfortunately for us, he had to move but remained 

extremely active in his new Florida theatrical commu-

nity. Before he jumped right into college he had an 

opportunity to move to Chicago as an intern. He is  

currently working for Chicago Dramatists, The Artis-

tic Home, and Rough House where he is active in all 

aspects of theater production, management, market-

ing, script development, fund-raising, and financial 

planning. In his spare time, he takes acting and writ-

ing classes available through these organizations. To-

tal Immersion! He responded to our email with this 

comment, òThe Nuveen program was what got me 

started in theater, and Iõm so glad my mom insisted I 

do it. Beyond its artistic merit, it teaches a valuable 

lesson about the value and strengths of community in 

creating art, which I carry with me constantly in my 

work.ó 
 

A graduate of Reeths-Puffer and sophomore at Mus-

kegon Community College, Adrianne Lewis was in 

three NTW performances. Adrianne has been in four 

major productions for Overbrook Theatre and in Feb-

ruary played the premium role of òLauraó in The Glass 

Menagerie. Adrianneõs experiences were also influenced 

by her active participation in Reeths-Puffer perfor-

mances at the Rocket Centre.  We were so happy that 

she chose to allow the Nuveen programming help 

shape her future as well. To quote Adrianne, òThe 

Nuveen program was such a wonderful experience. I 

made so many lasting friendships, and it taught me to 

have patience, a good listening ear, and so much more. 

These things have helped me in my performances and 

in life.ó 
 

A few other dedicated NTW acting students were Aus-

tin Decker, Frankie Hill & Emily Dennis. Austin grad-

uated from Mona Shores and attends University of 

Michigan. Frankie graduated from Shelby and attends 

Harvard and Emily graduated from Whitehall and 

attends Vassar. Although these young adults are not 

pursuing theatrical careers, they will all eagerly tell 

you that the Nuveen Theatre Workshop helped to 

hone their communication skills, inspire their creativi-

ty, and provide them with friendships to last a life-

time. 
 

The Nuveen Theatre Workshop has made a difference 

in so many lives of young people in our area, and you 

can help this program thrive through personal dona-

tions and sponsorships. Carmichael Heating and Air 

Conditioning recently pledged corporate sponsorship 

for Junie B. Jones, the Musical, which will pay the 

playhouse rental for rehearsals and performances. We 

hope you will consider the Nuveen Theatre Workshop 

in your 2016 giving to the arts. 
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